Prospective study on CVID patients with adverse reactions to intravenous or subcutaneous IgG administration.
The multicenter prospective study provides information on adverse reactions to intravenous and subcutaneous immunoglobulin treatment in a cohort of 262 patients with common variable immunodeficiency. Severe adverse reactions are a rare but unpredictable event that might occur also in patients who tolerate substitutive intravenous or subcutaneous immunoglobulin therapy for months or years. Subcutaneous therapy has been proved to be a safe option in the 13 patients who had to stop intravenous treatment and who remained out of immunoglobulin replacement for long periods of time. However, severe reactions to subcutaneous therapy occurred at the first or after several subcutaneous immunoglobulin administrations in 2 out of 13 patients. Therefore, patients with previous severe reactions to intravenous immunoglobulin should be considered at particularly high risk for reaction to subcutaneous administration. In these cases, switching from in-hospital administration to home self-administration should be done with extreme care.